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3. (C1 AMBASSADOR PRAISED SAEZ FOR HER MEASURED, UPEEAT 
CAMPAIGHING IN THE RUN-UP 30 TRE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION SEASON WHICH 
WILE BEGIN OFFICIALLY ON AUGUST 1.- HE TOLD HER SHAT HER OUTSPOKEN 
PUBLIC COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT AND ITS INSTHIUTIONS® 
WHILE GALLING FOR REFORM OF THE STADE AND BETTER FEPRESENTAT ION» 
STRIKE A MUCH-NEEDED BALANCE. HE NOTEB SAE2°S SUCCESSFUL ViStT [0 
NEW YORK TO MEET WITH BANKERS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. ANG 
URGED HER HOT TO LOSE SIGHT OF THE IMPORTANCE TO FOREIGN INVESTORS 
AND COMMENTATORS OF POLICY CONTINUITY IN REGARD 10 ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL PEFORN. VENEZUELA HAS MADE FHORMOUS PROGRESS UNDER 


~ PRESIDEWT CALDERAr AMBASSADOR SAID» AND THIS PROGRESG TO BE 


CONSOLIDATED AMQENED. REGARDING SAEZ’S PLANS TO VISIT 

WASHINGTON (N THE NEAP FUTURE COATES FOR THIS TRIP HAVE NO) BEEN 
FIXED) + AMBASSADOR OFFERED HIS ASSISTANCE FN SECURING AIPCINIMENTS 
IN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH ANO URGED SAEZ TO CROSE A REPUTABLE AND 
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1. (©) LEADING PRESLOENTIAL CONTEWDER IRENE SAEZ BELIEVES FORHER 
. COUPSTER KUGO CHAVEZ I$ HER ONLY COMPETITION IN THE GECEMBER 
ELECTIONS. SHE DESCRIBES CHAVEZ'S “CHARISHA AND HONESTY” AS HIS 
MAJOR ATTRAC IONS, BUT BELIEVES Bl 
WILL ULTIMATELY SINK HIM. SHE 8 
POLITIGA. CORRUPTION HAS LED 10 OUTRIGHT REJECTION OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES ANO TRE tKSTETUTIONS TREY CONTROK --CONGRESS AND THE 
* JUDICAARY--ARD 1S BEHIND THE POPULARITY OF CHAVEZ'S CALL TO 
DISSOLVE TWE CONGRESS AND DISHANILE THE JUDICIARY. SHE REFUSES FO 
CONFRONT CHAVEZ AT THES TAKES SAYING “THIS WOULD ONLY HELP CHAVEZ 
AND HOS” ME,° SHE SAID THE RETIGENCE OF THE MAJOR PARTIES To 
IGENTIé* PRESHGENTIAL CANDIDATES (NDICATES OPENNESS TO HER 
CANDIDACY, BUT OMY AS LONG AS SHE MAINTAINS HER LEAD IN THE POLLS. 
SHE DESCRIBED HERSELF AS THE ONLY CANDIDATE CAPABLE OF UNITING 
VENEZUELA’ INCREASINGLY FRAGMENTED PARTLES. MAKING WER THE 
CANDIDATE NO CAN GUARANTEE "REFORM AMD GOUERNABILITY.” SHE 


NESS 10 THE U.S. AND OUR BILATERAL AGENDA. 
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7. 42) AMBASSAROH MEE WITK IRENE SAEZ FEBRUARY 26. THE DAY OF TRE 
SOLAR ECLIPSE. SAEZ ARRIVED AT THE RESIDENCE FOR BREAKFAST EN 
ROUTE TO THE AIRPORT AND THE CITY OF MARACAIBO, WHERE SHE HAD 
CAMPALGHING AKD AR ECLIPSE VIEWING FARTY OW HER SCHEDULE. 


POLITICAL COUNSELOR ACCOMPANIEB THE AMBASSADOR OURING THE 
BREAKFAST. 
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4 (C) SAEZ SAID THE PRESIDENTEAL ELECTIONS WILL BE BETWEEN “HE 
AND CHAVEZ.” SHE DISCOUNTED CANDIBATES SUCH AS-CLAUBIO FERHIR ARB 
SALAS ROMER AS NOT HAVENG ANY “TRACTION.” AND NOTED THAT OMY 
RERSELF AND CHAVEZ SHOW ANY ABILITY AT THIS PO!HT TO ATTRACT 
VOTERS. 


5. (C) SHE ACKNOWLEBGED WHAT RECENT POLES HAVE SHOWN CHAVEZ 


CREEPING UP ON HEA IREFIEL). SHE Sai THIS WAS EXPECTED +4 THE 
SHORT TERM. ESPECHALLY GEVEN CHAVEZ'S PRESENTATION OF HISi.ELF AS 
“TRE OPTION FOR CHANGE.“ SHE ASSERTED TRAT GHAVE?'S GROIN IN 
POPULARITY 1S AW EXPRESSHON OF THE POPULAR REJECTION OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES ANB TRADITIOKAL POLITICIANS AS “CORRUPT” AMD “JNEPT.° SHE 
SO CLAEMER THAT HIS POLITICAL PROGRAM ESPECEALLY HIS CALL TD 
DISSOLVE THE CONGRESS AMD BISHANTLE THE JUDICIARY. HAS RESONANCE 
AMONG THE ELECTORATE BECAUSE MOST VENEZUELANS VIEW BOTH 
INSTETUTIONS AS "SHAKE PETS CF GORRUPTION.” JN THIS REGARD: SAEZ 
CONTINUED: CHAVEZ’ S GREAIEST ASSETS ARE HIS “CHARISMA SND HIS 


HONESTY. * 


6. 4C) SAEZ ASSERTED THAT CHAVE2’S WEGATIVES WILL FaR ‘ane HES 
POSITIVES 1M SHE LONG RUN. SHE SAIB CHAVEZ IS WORKING HARD TO 
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1. (Cr SAEZ GDMPLAINED THAT CHAVEZ 1S “GETTING A FREE RIDES sos 


FROM THE KEDIA AND MANY COMMENTATORS. SHE SAIC MANY PEOPLE ARE 
AFRAID TO ATTACK CHAVEZ AND ARE EXPECTING HER FO BE TFC ONE HHO 
TAKES Wit ON.” HOWES?R, SHE SAID THES FS EXACTLY WEAT CHAVEZ 
WANTS ARQ NEEDS. SNE .AID 7257 ARY CONFRONTATLGN GETWeek HERSELF 
ANG CHAYE? AT THIS PDIH? vot “ONLY HELP Him ANG RURT ME." SHE 
DIO ADMIT, HOWEVER, TO WAVING SOME NEGATIVE CAMPAIGNING PLANNED 
SHOULO CHAVEZ CONTINUE TO OCCUPY A WORRISOME PLACE IN THE POLLS. 
SHE SAID THE MEMORIES OF FEBRUARY 4» 1592. WHEN CHAVEZ LED THE COUP 
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$. (C1 iN RESPONSE 18 A QUESTION ABOUT HOW SHE IS VIEWED BY THE MAISTO 
MILITARY: SAEZ REPLIED) "FREY ARE PRATECTING HE.” SRE CLAIMED TO 
HAVE A "SPECIAL RELATIBRSHIP™ WHTA THE WILITARY SECAUSE OF A YOUTR 
SPENT AROUND THIS FHSTITUTION. SHE NOTED THAT» FOLLBWING HER 
MOTHER'S DEATHe SHE WENT TO LIVE WITH AM OLBER SISTER WHO WAS 
MARRIED TO AW AIR FORCE PILOT, SHE SAID SHE CREW UP IN MAPACAY: 
AND LIVED AGROSS THE STPEET FROM CENERAL PAREDES NINO THE FATHER 
OF THE CURRENT HEAD OF THE AIR FORCE. SHE SAID HER UNCLE WAS ONE 
OF TRE FIRST VERE2UELAN AIR FDRCE PILOTS TRALHED To FLY MIRAGE S-- 
SHE NDVED TO FRANCE WITH HER S2STER AND WNCLE WHILE HE WAS BEIKG 
TRATWED--AND SHE HAS ALWAYS KAD GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE MILITARY. 


9. (Cr SAEZ CLAIMED THAT A SMALL GROUP OPPOSED 10 HER CANDIDACY-- 

JNCLUDING SOME BUSINESSMEN: SOME MEDIA CAMMENTATORS» AND SOME 

MEMBERS OF THE CURRENT GDVERNMENT--ARE SPREADING RUMDRS THAT A SAEZ 

PRESIDENCY WOULD BE “UNACCEPTABLE” TO THE MILITARY, SHE ALSO 

ALLEGED THAT INESE SAME GROUPS ARE BEHIND PUBLIC QUEST!DNING DF RER . 
ABILITY TO GOVERN IF ELECTED. {HS GROUP 1S ALSD QUIETLY PROMOTING 

THE CANDIDACY OF DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL LUIS 

ALFARO. ACCORDING 10 SAEZ+ ALFARO 1S BEING SET UP AS A “SAVIDR™ 

CANDIDATE WHO WOULD STEP IN SHOULD BDTH HER AND CHAVE2’S 

CANOIDACIES COLLAPSE. 


18. (C) SAEZ CLAIMED THAT THES STRATEGY WOULD NBT WORK. SHE SAID 
AD’S DECISION SO TAR NOT TO ATTACK HER, OR BECIDE PUBLICLY WaD ITS 
CARDIDATE WILL BE» MEANS THAT AD 1S STILL “MEASURING” HER. iF SHE 
CAN MAINTAIN HER LEAD iN THE POLLS) SAEZ CONTINUED: AD WILL RAVE 70 
THIAX LONG AND HARD ABOUT ITS ELECTORAL PROSPECTS. “J AM IK 

REGULAR CONTACT WITH ALFARO.” SHE SAID, “ANB 1 RAVE NOT CISCOUNTED 


THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS SUPPORT.” 
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